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Summer assignments help alleviate the pressure during the school year of producing the many quality pieces
needed for a successful portfolio. There are 3 assignment categories: Sketchbook Assignments (20), Life
Drawings (2), and Projects (2). Completing more these pieces than required will only put you that much
further ahead when school starts.

Helpful hints:

1. Draw directly from life instead of using reference photos, whenever possible. If you must use a
photo, take your own or use a photo from the public domain. Attach the photo to the back of the
work.

2. Use quality materials for your art. Good materials make it easier o create good work. Use at least
%0 Ib white drawing paper and streiched canvases for painting.

3. Use standard sizes. Stay within the 187 x 24” size, so that these picces :Dul?helﬁﬂd for the quality
section of your portfolio. /9 S MALLEE $ELa~ N £ 14",

4. Usc a sketchbook to plan your artwork. Make several thumbnails, jot down notes, glue in reference

images, and do color studies when needed. The best sketchbook is the black hardbound 8.57 x

11" Basic Canson book with acid free paper, which can be purchased from Bamnes and Nobles, as well
as arl vendors.

Use a variety of media, even combining them for mixed media.

6. DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE FRONT OF YOUR WORK or place any identufymng
marks on the front as per AP Guidelines. Be sure to write your name on the back.

7. Visit the AP Central website for the portfolio you are submitting often to see sample portfolios

*  and to become familiar with requirements.
htip;/‘apeentral.collegeboard com/studiodriwing

%. Look at goed art! Visit the local art centers, galleries, ant museums, and art festivals. Take your
sketch book with you, and render the work as well as your response to it. [t is & good thing to jot
down vour thinking process in your sketch book as well as draw in it.

2. Read about art! Read ant magazines, such as The Artist s Magazine and International Artist. You
will find these in local libraries. Check out books sbout famous artists in the library while you are
there. Study the images in them.

10. Search the laternet for artists dealing with the same subject as you. Study their work, life history,
and influences.
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Part One: Life Drawings * [ & b ours emedé . ™

Complete at least TWO of the following observational drawings. The AP Readers (Judges), as well as an
schools love to see a drawing made from life. Use charcoal or pencil (2hb and 4b). Spend the time needed 1o
complete the work. Don’t just draw a contour. Use a full range of values, with deep shadows and bright
highlights 1o create form and depth. Use the entire page, placing your focal points in the sweet spots, and
running of the edges with your composition. Fill the paper up, using more positive that empty space.
I. A self-portrait that expresses a specific mood. Think about the effects of color and how it conveys
the individual mood. You may use any style (realism, cubism, expressionism, etc.). Research online
i study various artists’ self-portraits and their styles and techniques. Check out Van Gogh, Frieda
Kahlo, and Rembrandt.
7. Sl life that consists of 3 or more reflective objects. Set up the objects on a table, cover it with cloth,
and place a lamp near it to create dramatic lighting. Your goal is to convey a convincing

representation. Render as accurately as you can.
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3 Adﬂnrlngnfunumali.uuﬂw—ﬁurmnmh,mmngm&enfucmmmﬁgmm,
inside your car, under the car’s hood etc. Include as many details as your can.

4. A still-life of your family members’ shoes. You should include at lcast three shoes - go for interesting
ﬂ::pmd:sign,tem.mlnr.ﬂmcthunindiffcmmpmim

5. Acluu-updmndngnfahkydduiqdzﬁmmmuﬂmgl:. Don't just draw the bicycle from the
side!

6. luidinpinalandsuupe:Dnadnwiﬂgunlucatinn.Lﬂukﬂmnh.ﬂdingmsputknm
n:ighhurhnndﬂmlispmtnfymrn:ighhrh:md'aid:nﬂty.]tmﬂdh:nft&hnmﬂunﬂpﬂk
ﬂhnthnranynlhubuildm;urplmthuynuwuﬂmimmimifitwnttumdmm.ﬂunsh;l:rg:ni.ng
10 Riverwalk at Yorktown or Duke of Gloucester Street in Colonial Williamsburg where you can sit
on a bench and draw!! Busch Gardens is a great place to observe as well.

7. E:prﬂllﬂlnuhupe:hmmulmdsuqmmyumhnmwumammmmekmuf
almdmpe.Eh,ymcmalﬁnuumuiﬁpicskmh:summufdiﬁﬁmtland.s-:lpﬂm:rentea
miqttm&Ilisb:ﬂtmwmkﬁmmBctuul!uhjﬂﬂi.mchaﬁ'mtduu'!whﬂnlmkhﬂalﬂnﬂch.lﬂl
landscape. Use expressive color to draw. Check out the Fauvists or the Der Blaue Reiter to se¢
expressive use of color at work.

8. Cmamuﬂf-pntrﬂt,usingymruﬁxﬁuhmmuam]mﬁmmdﬁngaﬂnﬂmuam
mirm.'l'lﬁsmldhcﬂ.mﬂalnppltame{mﬁln‘,blnﬂﬂ'],amm;mtﬂmnitm,lhmkmurwmpﬂi
mirror, a car’s rear view mirror, or tinled windows.

9, hbﬁ:mﬂptnrt:duignplu:fﬂrapuhlicuhvurk.ﬁﬁtnﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂﬁmmlhhllinﬂﬂtﬂs:sllt L%
Scu}pnlréﬁmﬂnuatﬁlﬁumlﬂilkwnfﬁnmdﬂmﬁimhhurmLﬂl:lltullhewmtuf.hm]!h{im, e
mmﬂmmmm;ﬂmmﬂmmmmawnmmvusmimmmm.mum i M
ut‘mlpmrcmdimluliulim:nmthemﬁrmmmt.th,gnumWwi:k,Cit}'Cmt:r,ﬂ:eﬁj:pnﬂ, r&
andMa.rin:rs'MuseuminHmwﬂN:wsman:!argtmlnpuhﬁcmhhkc}WFﬂjmukmdﬁesj
simjlarl_ndmsclhmctrimupmpumfmhﬁlugbnmkmﬁnmmmdimuﬂaﬁum-mhjsnm
recent project “The Gates™ in Central Park, NYC. - farvw christo .

lﬂ.ﬂlfédriwll:{nranyuthulmalhmgmm:gut-uaphc:wheuyuucmaitandﬁ:mhfmalmm
pn'indnfﬂm.ﬂapﬁmﬂum&fiﬁispﬂ,ﬂ{hﬂlmm’yfuf&,hmks-mrn,ml&ﬂc.]hydﬂwing
the people and places you see.

ll.Adi-uportnit:hawaﬁinﬂnriamilymmbﬁpmtruymduingmmﬂfmvmmt{jmp
mwﬂhmdﬁngahm:,wﬂkmgdﬂmmim:m.].Capun:hemﬁmmmuflhﬁ:miun
mmﬁmnnfm-lluwﬁllwum}-mhmwud:‘?Lmku"Nuancﬂ:mdinga
Eui.n:ase“h:.rDidna:ti.s.lsMm:lDu:hmp.aﬁwcﬂasm:wurkufFumdstnﬁmGimmuﬂaﬂlm
FT. Marinetti. Check out the photographic motion studies by Muybridge.

Part Two: Projects |0 hows cact @

Choose at least Two of the projects to create. You may choose any media or combination of media,
including traditional painting anddrmﬁgmadimmu:g:.phn{amphy.mdjgiulmmmmd
digital art must be printed out. Sunycmpmjmb}rdwelnph:,guuhidnmym:ﬂ::tﬁ:mt. Plan your
composition with big shapes, value/color contrasts, scale relationships, point of view, and lighting. Make usc
meﬂmaﬂpﬁmiﬁmdﬂeﬁpwﬂhmmhmm Solutions need to be fresh and
unique instead of obvious, predictable, and trite.

1. Create a serics of 3 new artworks around a theme of your choosing. Consider this a mini

concentration. lmkuuﬁmwhuwu:t:dinsniu.n:hu]mEm,Am‘WﬂhnLStdh,
2. Create a comic strip about a social issue. All characters must be original. Include text and color.
3. Cm:pmmmmmpfmm.lmww.



